June/ July 2008
The Newsletter of the Irving Park Community Food Pantry
Welcome to the June edition of the newsletter designed
for the volunteers and friends of the Irving Park
Community Food Pantry. The Board of Directors of the
Pantry recognizes that the strongest asset of the Pantry is
our volunteer staff. Thanks to you all and have a great
summer.

(especially the move to the new office!) and we'll
continue to see you most weeks.

A FOND FAREWELL
You all know by now that June 30th is the last day on the
job for our Director, Kathy Howe.
Kathy came to the Pantry as Director on March 1, 1990
so for 18 years she has been dedicating herself to feeding
the hungry in our neighborhood. When asked how she
ended up at the Pantry, you can feel the emotion in her
voice as she tells of the time in her life when she felt a
need to make a difference in people's lives and felt a
calling to help. It all started with a homeless person
downtown one night and the pieces fell into place. Kathy
has a dedication that is admired by us all. She is now
going to spend more time with her family and with
Hands to Help and the clinic.

Pantry news
One of the things Barb has been working on lately is
recruiting more volunteers to help with the weekly food
distribution. You may have noticed some new faces
filling grocery bags or helping in the office. She has put
together some information
packets for potential
volunteers so they don't fall blindly into the pantry the
way we all did. They will actually know what they are
getting themselves into when they say they want to help!

HUNGER Walk
On Saturday, June 14 a group from our pantry walked
in the 23rd Annual Hunger Walk along the lakefront.
It was a beautiful day and the walkers enjoyed the views
of the city and each other's company as they walked to
raise money for the Pantry. The total amount raised isn't
yet available but thank you to those who participated this
year.

Please join the Board of Directors in wishing Kathy all
the best in her "retirement" and we'll see you at
Thanksgiving!

AND WHAT ABOUT BARB?
While Barb Cohn has resigned as co-director of the
pantry, she is not leaving us yet. She will help with the
transition of the new director and continue to be a
volunteer. Thank you Barb for all your efforts

Thanks go out to Eileen, Linda, Nora, Jim, Steve, Anna,
Barb, Pat, Bob, Mike Mette and his son and Margie for
their efforts to raise money at the walk, either through
walking or being there to support the walkers.

GRANTS
We raised over $14,000 for the Feinstein challenge this
year and will be receiving about $250 in matching funds
www.Feinsteinfoundation.or ) . If you go to their site,
you can see how much money all the different agencies
raised this year.

Volunteer

They are both very involved in the Irving Park Baptist
Church and serve on the Board of Directors of the
church. Nora sings with the Sweet Adelines and is an
accomplished artist (note: maybe we should have an art
exhibition by our talented volunteers at our next wine
tasting party - what do you think?). Jim is involved with
the American Legion and the VFW when he isn't golfing
or picking up food for the Pantry. They both love to
travel and enjoy life.

trivia

Which one of our volunteers enjoys listening to
Johnny Mathis and Doris Day songs?
2. Who was introduced to the arts at Hull House as
a child and used those skills in her job at
Artwork?
3. Which two volunteers both have dogs named
"Sweetie?"
1.

(See answers at bottom of page.)

WhERE DOES the Food
FROM?

COME

Some of our food is purchased with donations from
churches and individuals. We buy bread, meat, etc.
which we can't get from the Depository or from the
AntiHunger Federation. Also, at the holidays we
purchase a lot of things from Aldi.
We also apply for and receive grant money. This money
is used for specific programs or purchases at the pantry.
For example, you may have seen some of our clients at
the nutrition seminar. The seminar is free of charge
through the University of Illinois Extension Program but
we pay for the food that they make and take home. That
food is paid for by a grant.

spotlight

on our volunteers

Nora and Jim Byrne are fixtures at the Pantry. How they
got involved is a story similar to that of many of us. Nora
went to one meeting when their Church was involved in
setting up the Pantry and has never left!
Nora was born in Kansas City but moved to the south
side of Chicago as a child. She graduated from Reavis
High School and went to college at Northern Illinois.
She met Jim at a party given by one of her sorority
sisters. Jim was born in Chicago and graduated from
Elaine High School. After school he joined the Marines
and then worked for a time as a milkman. He retired
from UPS. He and Nora were married in 1959 and have
four children and six grandchildren.

Nora has been the Treasurer for the Pantry for many
years and has been a volunteer for 24 years.
Thanks to both of you for keeping the Pantry going and
for your constant good humor and smiles.

Next month ...
Watch this space next month for a profile of our new
director.

contact us
If you are interested in contributing to this newsletter or
need more information, you can contact Carol Schultz at
schultzfamily02@aol.comor the Pantry at
irypkfoodpantrv@aol.com.

VOLUNTEER

TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Joyce Benninghouse
2. Lupe Cervantes
3. Peggyand Pat

