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Celebrating Twenty-Severn Years of Service to the Community
The Chicago Community Trust Grant
Renewed for Second Year
We are pleased to announce that the Pantry's
$35,000 grant from The Chicago Community Trust,
which was first awarded last year, has been
renewed for 2012.
The grant allows the Pantry to continue to serve its
clients in additional ways, including its work with
Belma Torres as our client-resources coordinator.
Her efforts greatly aid the Pantry's clients by
helping them obtain assistance beyond emergency
food supplies.
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Party with the Pantry on October 15th!
Come party with your neighbors on Saturday, Oct.
15th at the Pantry's Harvest Benefit! It will be held
from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Irving Park Lutheran Church
gymnasium at 4057 N. Harding Ave.
The benefit, for adults only, includes dinner, cash
bar, DJ music and a raffle. Games feature a cake
walk and bean-bag toss, with prizes for winners.
Tickets are $20 per person, which provides food,
one drink (soda, beer or wine) and one raffle ticket.
Tickets are $10 for seniors 65 years and older.
Tickets are available at the door or at the Pantry's
website (www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org).
Special thanks to our sponsors: Mid City Subaru,
Portage Park Animal Hospital, River North Home
Solutions, Associates for General Dentistry,
attorney Ami Oseid and Cooney Funeral Home.
Thanks also to Mariano's Fresh Market, Jewel Food
Store (Six Corners) and Little Helpers for providing
gift cards and to Bread & Wine for its gift basket.

Client Resources
Coordinator Eelma
Torres helps clients
obtain additional
assistance, with
funding provided by
The Chicago
Community Trust

For 95 years, The Chicago Community Trust, our
regional community foundation, has connected the
generosity of donors with the needs of the
community by making grants to organizations
working to improve metropolitan Chicago.
In 2009, the Trust made over $100 million in
grants. From strengthening community schools to
assisting local art programs, from building health
centers to helping lives affected by violence, the
Trust works to enhance our region. Learn more at
www.cct.org.

Help our Coat Collection

Volunteer Spotlight: Lisa Albrecht

Once again this year, the Pantry is collecting
children's and adults' coats that are gently used
(not heavily worn, please) for distribution to our
clients. We also are accepting gently used hats,
scarves and gloves of all shapes and size.

Lisa has the unenviable job of keeping track of all of
the Pantry's financial accounts-although
she also
gets to see all the checks that arrive for donations
and see how generous our neighbors can be. She
works Wednesday mornings and also at home on
bookkeeping matters.

The distribution will begin on November 30th and
continue until we run out. Please bring any
donations to the Pantry For more information,
contact Pat at repe1931@sbcglobal.net.
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Christmas ToyDrive Underway
The Pantry also will be running its annual toy
distribution for clients' children during the holidays
this year.
As you begin your holiday shopping, please
remember the children in the neighborhood who
don't have some of the things that many of us can
take for granted. Pick up something extra so they
too can remember the season as a joyful time and
bring it to the Pantry.

Lisa at her desk in the far corner of the office.
Lisa was raised in Grosse Pointe, Mich., and moved
to Chicago to become an assistant professor at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. A resident of
Berteau Ave., she's been married for 16 years to
Steve, a Pantry board member, and has two
children, Adam (13) and Lauren (9).
She became involved with the Pantry to help her
neighbors and to teach her children the importance
of being active in the community. "They see us
doing volunteer work at their school and in their
neighborhood, and they understand how much a
little bit of time can help so many others."

Help make this year's holidays a little brighter for
our client's children by donating a toy or two.

Mount Olive Canvas in November
Mount Olive Church (3850 N. Tripp Ave.) is
holding a food drive for the Pantry in November.
On Sunday, November 13th, volunteers will canvas
the area with fliers, which for the first time will
include a donation envelope. The next Sunday,
November 20th, volunteers will pick up donations.
Volunteers are needed on both days to take a
designated area and a few on the 20th for sorting
and packing. Let John or Lee know if you're
interested in helping out.

Lisa especially enjoys talking with all the volunteers
she sees on Wednesday. "Since the Pantry hides me
in the corner of the office, I enjoy talking with
anyone who comes by to say hi!"

Thanksgiving Distribution Altered
This year, there will not be a special Thanksgiving
distribution to clients. Rather, the extra food for the
Thanksgiving dinner will be included in the regular
food distributions. This approach will save time and
effort while keeping clients from having to make
two trips to receive a special holiday treat.
The traditional December Holiday distribution of
food and toys will take place on December 21st•

