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Celebrating Twenty-Seven Years of Service to the Community
Wine-Tasting Party Set for May 22
The Pantry will hold a wine-tasting benefit from 4
to 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 22nd at Las Tablas
Columbian restaurant. The steakhouse is located at
4920 W. Irving Park Road, at Laporte Avenue, a
half-block west of Cicero Avenue.
The Pantry's last wine-tasting event was held in
October 2009, and the board decided it was time to
host another of the popular fundraisers.

Last year's Easter baskets provided lots of colorfulfun
for client's children thanks to volunteer efforts.

"Our supporters have enjoyed the wine-tasting
parties in the past, and this year's program at Las
Tablas will provide an enjoyable atmosphere to
sample a variety of wines and learn more about
them while helping the Pantry raise much-needed
funds," says John Psiharis, Executive Director.

Be a Bunny for Pantry Clients' Kids
By Helping Create Easter Baskets
The youth of Irving Park United Methodist Church
are creating Easter Bags for about 250 children of
the Pantry's clients in three categories: under 2
years, 2 to 5 years and 6 to 8 years old.
The distributions will take place this year on April
6, 13 and 20. The baskets include Easter grass
and layers of safe, fun and useful things that can be
found in a $1 store: toys, stuffed animals, etc.
Please provide any donations you can so our clients'
children can have a happy holiday! Donations can
be accepted through April 18, but the earlier they
are received the better.
If you or your church group would like to
participate in a group bagging session, contact
viccirodgers@ gmail.com.
Any questions? Ask Lee Stein or John at the Pantry.
Thanks for your help in brightening our clients'
holiday!

Participants in the Pantry's 2009 wine-tasting party
sampled a variety of varietals during the evening.

The event is being held in the afternoon so guests
can stay for dinner afterward if they choose.
Reservations for the evening can be made by calling
773/202-0999.

Pantry to Survey Community
The Irving Park Community Food Pantry has
distributed a community survey to neighborhood
organizations and residents that will help expand
our services to clients and for strategic planning.
The survey, distributed via e-mail by Survey
Monkey, solicits feedback from churches, schools,
community organizations and businesses.
The survey will be combined with a client survey
conducted in February to identify specific client
needs and concerns. The information from these
two surveys will be put toward our Enhanced Client
Services Initiative, which is being coordinated by
Client Resources Coordinator Belma Torres.

Volunteer Spotlight: Lee Stein
After a year of volunteering in various capacities,
Lee Stein has taken on the duties of Volunteer
Manager from Board President Kate Roche. Lee
was born in Old Greenwich, Conn., and grew up in
the western suburbs before moving into Chicago.
"I've always wanted to live in the city. I need to be
around a large body of water, lots of people, and
lots of cultural, artistic and noisy energy."
She lives on Eddy with husband Mitch and their
kids Faith and Ethan. She was a photographer and
graphic designer, but since 2000, she's worked as a
massage practitioner. Her hobbies include knitting,
singing, playing guitar, writing and reading.

Homebound Drivers Needed!

"I believe we are here to
help each other," she
says. "I am very blessed
to be living with all I
need. I have time, so I
wanted to give my time
to others."

The Pantry is in great need of drivers for its
homebound-delivery program the third Wednesday
of each month. Volunteers will do no more than 12
deliveries and need a valid driver's license to
participate.
We also need volunteers who can speak Spanish,
Polish and Russian!
If you can help, please contact Lee Stein or e-mail
volunteer@irvingparkfoodpantry.org.

Kate Roche Joins Norwood
j

Board President and
Volunteer Coordinator
Kate Roche has joined
Norwood Life Society as
Director of Volunteer
Services.
She started March 8 and
manages over 150
volunteers who support
the organization's work.
''I'm so very grateful that Lee Stein has stepped up
to take over as Volunteer Manager. She's so
talented and will make a big impact on operations."
We wish Kate the best ofluck and hope she'll have a
chance to stop in on a Wednesday mornings!

Join Our Friends on Facebook
The Pantry now has more than 150 Friends on our
Facebook page! Come join in and keep up to date.

Lee started with the
pantry in October 2009
working on the floor and
then trained to interview
clients for the Express
Food Stamps pilot
program. That program
ended just as Kate was
looking for a successor,

and Lee stepped in to take over coordination of
volunteers and keeping things running smoothly on
Wednesday mornings.
"Every week, I look forward to interacting with the
volunteers and clients, and I love what we're doing.
I think we're making a big difference in people's
lives. The world can be a cold place, and at the
Pantry, clients are treated with respect and dignity.
When they smile, it makes me happy."

Food Drives Boost Pantry's Stock
Thanks for coordinating food drives during the
holidays and into January go to: Community
Savings Bank (4801 W. Belmont), Chicago
Academy (3400 N. Austin), Chicago International
Charter School-Irving Park (3820 N. Spaulding),
The Tennis Corporation of America (3611N.
Kedzie) and The Terraces of Old Irving Park. We
appreciate their efforts and those of all of our
neighbors who support our efforts so fully.

